
 
 

National Association of Federal Retirees 
North Island – John Finn Branch (BC06) 

 Executive Meeting Minutes 
September 7, 2021 – Via ZOOM 

 
 

 

 

Welcome – Norma welcomed everyone. 

Attendance – Norma, Bill, Cecile, Steve, Gordon, Cherie, Warren, Lorene, Lena, Serge 

Approval of Agenda – The agenda was approved as sent. Moved by Cherie, 2nd Warren. All agreed. 

Approval of Last Minutes – Moved by Bill, 2nd Lorene. All agreed. 

Committee Reports: 

Treasurer – Serge Gosselin – Account Balances as of the end of August – Bank - $13,941.25, Cash 
Account - $475.00.  Total Assets amount to $52,780.24. Overall total of $65,947.66. 

➢ Total Income – $7242.90.    Expenses of $4,602.26.  After expenses – Surplus of $2,640.64. 
➢ Motion by Serge:  to accept the financial reports to the end of August as presented, 2nd by 

Warren.  All approved. 
 
Membership – Steve Bunyan – 693 Doubles, 607 Singles with 1300 Households, Total – 1993 
members. 
 
Newsletter – Cherie Kelley: 

• The second newsletter by Cherie has gone out via mail and e-mail to members.  Cherie has 
sent 317 copies to Legions, Service Canada and the RCMP for information purposes.  Sent to 
28 offices from Bowser to Port Hardy and over to Powell River with business card.  Printed 
600 copies.   

• The next newsletter deadline will be November 1. 

• Discussion followed in regards to printing colour copies for the Christmas edition or keeping 
in B&W.  Cost $2,250 for 600 colour copies versus B&W at $450.00. 

• It was decided that once a year for December the copies be printed in colour and may add 
to additional member appeal or recruitment options. 

• Motion by Cherie Kelley – 2nd Cecile Turnbull – That each year we print the December 
newsletter edition in colour.  All in favor.  

 
Health Benefits – Gordon Richardson: 

• Gordon mentioned that one member phoned asking if we had Movers as a Partner.  We do 
not, but he did mention our Relocation Service which gave good advice to the member. 

• Members should call Johnson Insurance for Medoc rates. 

• Johnson has been sold to Intact Insurance, not sure if this will impact on our organization or 
members. 

 
 



 
Programs – Lorene Hill: 

• Lorene and Cecile looked into the availability of a possible location for a General Meeting in 
December, did not get calls back from locations. 

• Due to tighter restrictions and the 4th wave of the virus we feel that it would be best to wait 
until at least March to have an in-person General Meeting. 

• National Office has also imposed some restrictions with paper work for all attendees to 
adhere too. We feel that this is too much for both our volunteers and members to take on 
for attendance at a meeting. 

• Venues will be sought for March and/or June. 
 
Communications – Bill Turnbull: 

• Our Newsletters and E-blasts are sent electronically by NO. 

• Bill has requested the opening statistics from NO.  It used to be 65% which is considered 
very good. 

• Bill will prepare ZOOM info for the General Meeting on September 15th to be sent to 
members. 

 
Advocacy – Warren Kelley: 

• BC Virtual Town Hall on line for member to follow. 

• Small writing pads with blue writing will be printed for distribution - $950 for 2000 pads 
with the blue writing or B&W for $730.  Our branch logo and information will be at the 
bottom.  

 
Welfare – Lena Jenkins – Members passing – May – 2, June – 5, July – 7 and August – 5.  Total of 19 
cards sent. 
 
Telephone – Cherie Kelley – No report at this time. 

 
Old/New Business 
 
Elections: 

• Elections – Candidates have their platforms in the local papers.  Please note where we stand 
on Association initiatives.  Members can vote via mail or in person. 

• Keep in mind – Pensions, Veterans, Pharma Care, and Seniors Strategy. 

• Median age in our communities – Courtenay – 50.4, Parksville – 62.2, Qualicum Beach – 
65.9 

 
Membership Committee: 

• Had ZOOM meeting last week.  Attendees – Norma, Bill, Steve, Cherie and Gordon. 

• This committee is working on recruitment ideas. 

• Medoc is an issue with membership at present as members are not travelling. 

• Other Partner initiatives should be promoted more via the Newsletter. 

• Hoping to set up booths at trade shows with pamphlets and other NAFR material. 

• Get out the message to support our four basic initiatives. 

• National Office has a Booth in a Box that we can purchase. 
 



Special Meeting of Members: 

• Information on the Volunteers Portal with meeting set for the 8th and 15th of September 
starting at 9am. 

• Branch Reserves will be the main topic of discussion with possible regulation changes 
and a vote. 

 
September General meeting – September 15 at 1:00 pm for members to attend. 

• Bill will prepare an e-blast with the ZOOM meeting entry info. 
 

Next Executive – Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at the Comox Legion upstairs 

Adjournment 

Secretary – Cecile Turnbull       President – Norma Dean 


